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No. 31. 

No. 13. Entrance Gate of Public garden in Mostaganern, Province Oran, Algiers. 

Designed from nature by Mr. F. Stadler, Archt., Zurich. 



Variou s. 



The Slade Collection of Ancient Glass. 

The Art Journal, referring to the collection of Glass bequea- 
thed by the late Mr. Slade to the British Museum, observes that 
in number, the objects amount to about a thousand, and among 
them are specimens , from the earliest attempts at glass making, 
down to the most elegant products of the best period of the Vene- 
tian manufacture, when fine Art combined with mechanical skill 
in the production of what we may call the triumphs of the 
manufacture. 

The first of three large cases contains principally antique 
glass ; the centre is filled with German and Dutch ; and the third 
is devoted to a display of the most exquisite examples of Venetian. 
But beautiful as these are, they are less wonderful than the Arabian 
vases, which are among the largest in the collection, being at the 
same time the rarest, and, consequently, the most precious. The 
ornamentation of these glass vessels is' the most elaborate arabesque 
enamel. In form they are by no means so elegant as the Etruscan, 
nor do they in any wise emulate the grace of the Venetian manu- 
factures ; but remembering the people that produced them and the 
date of their production, they are marvellous examples of industrial 
Art. Besides these, in the same category, is a variety of small 
vessels of moulded glass, which have been found in tombs, re- 
sembling lachrymatories in some degree — but used for unguents. 

Among the antiques are some valuable gem rings, the settings 
of which look old, but are, perhaps, not original. These are accom- 
panied by curiously enamelled necklaces, a large opal glass vase, 
numerous small vases, unguent bottles, lachrymatories and a variety 
of other objects of interest and value. It is at once remarkable 
that we are instantly impressed by the salient characteristics of 
th6 Northern and Southern nationalities of the 15 th , 16 th , and 



17 th , centuries, by a single glance at the taste and design displayed 
in their respective manufactures. There is a German glass tankard 
of 16 th century work, presenting a baptismal procession, drawn 
with much of the feeling of Albert Diirer; also a cup and cover, 
with enamelled figures of the 17 th century; a Dutch tankard, richly 
ornamented, having the crucifixion as a principal subject; a German 
goblet (17 tlj century), with a portrait of a lady on one side and 
a coat of arms on the other. Among the Venetian glass there is 
but little colour, the artists having been content to entrust their 
honour to th& safe keeping of their design, which, in its round of 
variety; exhausts the beautiful in form. We cannot give the space 
to a description of this valuable collection which it merits; even 
one of its objects would afford subject matter for a chapter of des- 
cription and dissertation. 



Discovery of Antiquities. 

Some soldiers occupied recently in making a trench near 
Hildesheim discovered a mass of vases, cups, candelabra, etc., 
about fifty in number, all in massive silver, and of which the work- 
manship and design give reason to suppose that they were pro- 
duced in the time of Augustus by Greek artists. One cup is de- 
corated with a charming chasing in relief, representing the infant 
Hercules strangling the snakes, and another with satyrs, bacchantes 
and attributes appertaining to Bacchus. At Rome the hidden trea- 
sure of Pope Sextus Quintus has been found amid the ruins of, 
a vault; in addition to considerable sums of money, the treasure 
is said to include objects of art of great value or interest. 
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